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them. The mucus found in the vagina and leucocytes act as antiseptics 
rather than as aseptic substances. It is possible by digital examination to 
transfer to the cervical canal bacteria from the vagina. The rupture of the 
membranes and escape of amuiotic liquid do not absolutely remove the bac¬ 
teria from the vagina. Micro-organisms which, under normal circumstances, 
may be isolated from the cavity of the uterus during the puerperal period, 
found their way into that portion of the body during labor. An examination 
of the mucus found in the vagina revealed the presence of streptococci, with, 
however, a much less degree of virulence than the Bame germs derived from 
tissues in phlegmonous inflammation, or from the lochia in puerperal septi¬ 
caemia. At the beginning of labor these vaginal streptococci are without 
virulence, and when brought in contact with the amniotic liquid do not 
become virulent. Aseptic lochia increase their activity but little. Any 
cause, however, which diminishes the resisting-power of the tissues may 
permit the entrance of these germs into the connective tissue and set up a 
process of fatal septicsemia. 

The virulence of streptococci found in the vagina is that of the same germs 
found upon healthy mucous membrane in other portions of the body, as in 
the intestinal tract. They are, in fact, not virulent, but are saprophytic 
germs upon healthy tissue. They can, however, take upon themselves a 
parasitic character when the resistance of the tissues is diminished. Under 
certain circumstances they may become the infective germs of puerperal fever. 
In addition to vaginal streptococci, puerperal sepsis may be caused by staphy¬ 
lococci, gonococci, and the bacterium coli commune; the latter germ may be 
found in vaginal mucus and in amniotic liquid. They may turn the lochial 
discharge brownish and offensive, although this condition of the lochia does 
not point to the presence of streptococci. 

From these researches the following practical conclusions may be drawn 
regarding the prophylaxis of puerperal sepsis: whenever it is necessary in an 
examination for operative procedure to introduce the finger or an instrument 
within the cervix, the vagina should first be thoroughly antisepticised; in 
all cases of normal labor this procedure should be carried out; in all 
patients the resisting-power of the tissues is lessened by any cause, such 
83 nephritis, valvular heart-disease without compensation, syphilis, diabetes, 
intercurrent infections, and anaemia. In view of the antiseptic powers of 
leucocytes normally found in the vagina, any antiseptic employed for this 
purpose must be such as not to destroy the power of these cells. Such solu¬ 
tions must not be too strongly concentrated, for such destroy the integrity of 
the mucous membrane, thus destroying the leucocytes and furnishing a good 
culture-medium for poisonous germs. 

Traumatic Rupture of the Uterus during Pregnancy. 

An interesting case of this accident is reported from the clinic in Wurzburg, 
by Reusing (Ceniralblail/ur Gynakologie, 1895, No. 2). The patient, a woman, 
aged twenty-three years, in the eighth month of her first pregnancy, fell from 
the roof of a shed or stable, between twelve and fifteen feet high, upon hard 
earth beneath; she struck upon both feet, and sank down upon her knees. 
She made about twenty steps afterward, and then had to be carried into the 
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house. As no external symptoms of injury developed to account for her 
condition, she was examined under an anesthetic, the abdomen being tense 
and very sensitive. There was no hemorrhage, but by palpation the foetus 
could be outlined lying partially in the abdomen. Heart-sounds had ceased. 
The patient was taken to the clinic and cceliotomy performed. The child was 
lying in the abdominal cavity, in the first stage of maceration, the operation 
being done three days after the accident. A long rent in the anterior surface 
of the fundus was found in which the placenta presented. The placenta and 
membranes were removed, the edges of the rent thoroughly cleaned and 
freshened, and the tear closed with nine deep silk sutures. The peritoneum 
was brought together over the tear by continuous catgut suture. The abdo¬ 
men was sponged as carefully as possible, and closed without drainage. The 
patient made a good recovery, the lochial discharge remaining normal and 
escaping freely. It is surprising in this case that the uterus ruptured through 
so thick a portion, the muscle of the uterus measuring, at the site of the 
tear, from one and one-half to two cms. in thickness. 

Reusing quotes three additional cases, in one of which a young woman, 
eight months pregnant, fell backward from the top of a hay-wagon, striking 
upon her back and shoulder, and rupturing the uterus completely. In an¬ 
other case, a pregnant woman, in endeavoring to escape from a horse-car, fell 
upon her left side, and was slightly injured by the front of the car. In the 
third case, a young woman, pregnant for the first time, jumped from the third 
story of a building upon a stone pavement with suicidal intent. She fell 
upon the right side of the pelvis, upon the elbow and knee. Complete rup¬ 
ture of the uterus occurred, the child and placenta being found in the abdom¬ 
inal cavity. 
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Conditions Simulating Pelvic Disease. 

Rabagliati calls attention to the fact that myalgia of the abdom¬ 
inal and glutei muscles may be mistaken for pain referable to disease of 
the pelvic organs. Patients with the former condition complain of aching, 
rather than sharp, smarting pains, while the sensitiveness felt on palpation 
5 b distinctly different from that elicited by pressure over diseased adnexa. 
Minor degrees of tubal and ovarian trouble may coexist with the myalgia, 
but give rise to no symptoms when the latter is relieved. In favor of the 
rheumatic origin of the muscular pains are the facts that they are frequently 
noted in women who have had acute or chrouic rheumatism, that the latter 
affection often develops subsequently, the joint being affected in both, as 
well as the occurrence of cardiac complications. The writer gives to this 
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